Our SEARCH newsletters this year will be including some ways to protect you from scams or financial abuse. Our second one is about being alert when out and about and watching out for con artists. 

Topic: Being alert to frauds and cons.

Be alert when out and about:  
· Carry your purse close to your body, not dangling by the straps.
· Don’t carry credit cards you don’t need or large amounts of cash. 

· Use direct deposit for Social Security or other checks. 

· Whether you are a driver or passenger in a vehicle, lock the doors. 

· If someone or something makes you uneasy, trust your instincts and leave. 

Watch out for Con Artists:  
· Don’t fall for anything that sounds too good to be true, i.e. free vacation, sweepstakes winner, cure for cancer or large investment scams. 

· Never give your credit card, phone card, social security or back account number to anyone over the phone. It’s illegal for telemarketers to ask for these numbers to verify a prize or gift. 
· Don’t let anyone rush you into signing anything! Read it carefully and have someone your trust take a look at it too. 
· If you are suspicious, check it out with the police, others, or the Better Business Bureau. 
These are just a few things to keep a watch out for. Please feel free

to share this information with your friends and family…        
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Stay safe and Happy Spring!!                                                                   

Take care, 

Wendy Russell, Program Director   
